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K-9 Aron Retires Following Seven Years of Outstanding Service

Putnam Police Sergeant Michael Termini is a goal-oriented 
person.  When he initially joined the Putnam force in 
2010, he had two goals.  The first was to become a K-9 

Handler and the second was to eventually assume the position 
of Sergeant.
 In 2012 Sgt. Termini became a K-9 Handler when the 
department took in its second K-9, Aron.  Since joining 
together, the pair have practically been inseparable.  When 
Sgt. Termini speaks of the relationship that’s developed there’s 
an unmatched pride that is evident.  It’s a pride that one would 
expect in a father-son type relationship.
 Once Sgt. Termini begins speaking about the law 
enforcement situations that he and K-9 Aron have been in 
together not only does the pride beam forth but as importantly 
there is a bond of trust between the two that is unbreakable, 
and simply immeasurable.
 It didn’t take K-9 Aron long to get into the swing of police 
work.  The very first call the team went out on together was to apprehend 
a burglar with stolen firearms.  The way K-9 Aron responded in making 
his first arrest convinced Sgt. Termini that the duo was destined to have a 
great career together.
 Since assuming his role in the Department, K-9 Aron has been 
involved in numerous building searches, narcotic arrests and raids, armed 
robberies, unruly barroom scenes, motor vehicle stops, missing person 
complaints and working on mutual aid situations with the Connecticut 
State Police and the Plainfield Police Department.
 According to Sgt. Termini his best memory with K-9 Aron came 
when the dog self-deployed upon seeing his handler in a troublesome 
situation.  It occurred when the team responded to a scene where a father 
and son were involved in a heated physical altercation.  In attempting to 
diffuse the situation, Sgt. Termini didn’t realize there was a third individual 
involved that was out of sight.  When that individual made himself known 
he posed an imminent threat to Sgt. Termini.  It was then that K-9 Aron  
self-deployed, and came to the assistance of Sgt. Termini. The pair was 

able to bring the situation to a quick 
halt.  Just as the law enforcement 
situation came to a halt, so is K-9 
Aron’s police career.
 After seven years of faithful police 
work, K-9 Aron is retiring.  He’s been 
on his final call and final shift with 
Sgt. Termini but by no means is their 
relationship at an end.  Aron is now a 
part of Termini’s family and home in 
Brooklyn.
 “The departure of Aron from 
active duty is a great loss to the 
Department.  He was an excellent 
working police canine.  He was also 

so well known in the community, he in fact is recognized as a 
local celebrity,” said Chief Christopher Ferace.
 K-9 Aron was such a celebrity that when he wasn’t 
involved in a law enforcement situation, he also became one 
of Putnam’s most photographed police officers. His photo 
has appeared in local newspapers and in publications around 
Connecticut, New England and beyond.  (See photo collage 
on Page 3)
 As for Termini, he also accomplished his second 
goal.  In April 2018, he became Patrol Sergeant Michael 
Termini.  Currently, Sgt. Termini is in pursuit of another goal 
and that is to be awarded his Juris Doctor of Law.  He’s 
completing his studies at the University of Connecticut School 
of Law with graduation in sight in early 2020.  After passing the 
bar, Sgt. Termini aspires to look beyond law enforcement to a 
prospective new career. 
 In the meantime, K-9 Aron and Sgt. Termini remain 

inseparable.  They reside together in Brooklyn.  As Sgt. Termini described 
their relationship, “Aron has never been a pet or merely a tool to be used, 
he’s been a partner and brother to me throughout our career together.”  
And lastly Sgt. Termini said, “now it’s my turn to look after him, he has 
surely earned it.”
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Sgt. Termini and his best 
friend K-9 Aron.

Introducing K-9 ZORO
 The retirement of K-9 Aron signaled a new era in K-9 policing in the 
Putnam Police Department.  On August 6, 2019 Officer Michael Einsiedel 
assumed the position of K-9 officer and began forming a relationship with 
the Department’s newest K-9 Zoro.
 Zoro is a Slovakian born, New York bred German Shepherd, who 
currently weighs in at a healthy 68 pounds.  Einsiedel and Zoro graduated 
from K-9 school on December 19 and have been on the job since that 
time.  Two-year old Zoro and Officer Einsiedel have created a strong 
bond of trust since they’ve been together.  According to Officer Einsiedel, 
although the team has only been on the road for a short time, Zoro  

has adapted to his new surrounding very quickly.    
 “As a police dog, K-9 Zoro is extremely good at apprehension work and tracking.  He picks 
up scents and is able to readily find the source.  He’s a comfort to be with and has a strong 
sense of protection for me when we’re on duty,” said Officer Eisiedel.
 When he’s off duty, Zoro is a very social and curious dog.  As a house dog and police dog, 
Zoro is able to turn the On and Off switch easily, on the road or relaxing at home.
 “Zoro, much like our previous K-9s, is a great community relations tool for the department.  
He’s an asset as a patrol dog and like the other dogs becomes a part of our police family,”  
said Chief Chris Ferace.
 Thanks to the Gates Group, which has donated three K-9 vehicles over the life of the 
Putnam Police K-9 program, Zoro and Officer Einsiedel travel in an SUV that’s especially 
equipped for K-9 policing.  Zoro travels in the rear of the SUV, which is designed with remote 
control equipment handled by Officer Einsiedel.
 As Officer Einsiedel and Zoro begin their stint together, they open another era in K-9 policing 
in Putnam, following in the paw prints of K-9 Cero and K-9 Aron, as well as narcotics K-9 Tink.

Officer Einsiedel  
and K-9 Zoro
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Chief’s CornerChief’s Corner
On September 13 I marked my 

1st Anniversary as the Chief 
of Police for the Putnam 

community.   September 13, 2019 
fell on a Friday.  Despite the fact 
that Friday the 13th is considered to 
be ‘unlucky,’ I personally feel very 
fortunate to serve as Putnam’s Chief 
of Police.  As I look back on the year, 
I ask myself, “Where has the time 
gone?”
 Although Google suggests 
many ways to celebrate a 1st Anniversary, such as planning a party or 
going out for a gourmet dinner, I did neither of those.  Rather, I took 
some time to reflect on how fortunate I am to be in this position.
 Everything I experienced this past year was a first for me.  I’ve 
been welcomed and accepted by the men and women of the 
Department.  Every place I’ve gone people have been extremely 
cordial.  I’ve participated in numerous community events, from Wreaths 
Across America to the Holiday Dazzle Light Parade to Memorial Day 
and community concerts in Rotary Park, and I’m proud to say that 
regardless of the size of the gathering the Putnam Police Department 
has ensured  and will continue to ensure a safe experience for everyone 
in attendance.
 From my vantage point, I feel fortunate to have worked 
harmoniously with the Putnam Special Services District personnel, 
coming here from the “outside.”  Although the Town of Putnam 
government is a separate entity from the Department, we have 
developed an excellent relationship with the Mayor’s office, the Board 
of Selectmen and Department Heads.
 Attending the Putnam Business Association monthly meetings 
has reaffirmed my initial impression of Putnam.  The relationship the 
Department and the Business Association enjoys makes life as Chief 
very manageable.  Our community is blessed to have an active business 
organization.  My relationship with the business owners has helped to 
ease me through the first year.
 As I look forward to my next year, I hope to continue to grow the 
Department and build on the positive history that it’s enjoyed for nearly 
125 years.  This issue of The Community Beat marks my first public 
foray into the start of my second year.
 In this issue you’ll read about the retirement of a valued member 
of the Department, K-9 Aron.  Although K-9 Aron has left active duty, 
his handler, Sgt. Michael Termini will continue his service to the 
Department.  K-9 Aron is succeeded by K-9 Zoro and his handler, 
Officer Mike Einsiedel.  Both have recently completed training and are 
now an integral part of our operation.
 Another addition to the Department is Officer Jon Ley, who comes 
to Putnam with an extensive law enforcement background.  Some other 
new additions to the Department include a new and easy to navigate 
department Website and our Ford Police Interceptor SUVs.
 This issue will also feature the human side of our Department.  
Detective Donna Brown will embark on a journey to Tanzania in Africa 
where she will ascend Mount Kilimanjaro.  She’s doing this with other 
law enforcement personnel from Connecticut and New Jersey on 
behalf of the Special Olympics.  Our “Pink Cruiser,” is getting up there 
in age, and with thanks to Auxiliary Matt Rondeau, it remains in service, 
reminding us of the importance of supporting efforts on behalf of breast 
cancer awareness.  You’ll read about Rondeau’s love of Putnam and the 
role he plays in our community relations.
 In closing, I continue to welcome citizens to drop in on me at the 
station or to say hello when you see me in the community.

Putnam Police Chief
Christopher Ferace

Veteran Officer Jonathan Ley 
 Added to Force

The Putnam Police Department’s 
newest officer, Jon Ley comes 
to his position with more than 20 

years of law enforcement experience and 
other similar experiences.
 In 1998 Officer Jon Ley joined the 
Norwich Police Department where 
he enjoyed a distinguished 20-year 
career, retiring in 2018.  During his time 
in Norwich Ley rose from the rank of 
Patrolman to the position of Lieutenant, 
shift commander.  In between he served 
as an investigator, detective and Sergeant 
of the Training Division.  Ley also spent 
one year as a constable in Killingly prior to reuniting with his long-time 
colleague Putnam Police Chief Christopher Ferace. 
 “Jon Ley comes to Putnam with a community policing background 
and a wealth of experience.  His transition to our department has been 
seamless and he has become an immediate asset.  In fact, I’d go so far as 
to say, ‘hiring him was the easiest selection I’ve made in my career,’” said 
Chief Ferace. 
 Officer Jon Ley was born in Pittsburgh and grew up in Norwich.  He 
graduated from Norwich Free Academy in 1992 and shortly following 
graduation joined the United States Coast Guard, serving four years on 
active duty and 19 in the Reserves.  During his Coast Guard career Ley 
was deployed twice.  His initial deployment was to New York City in 2003 
following the events of September 11, 2001 and his second was to Kuwait 
in 2009.  During the NYC deployment, Ley provided security to New York 
harbors.  In Kuwait Ley commanded a gun boat charged with protecting 
U.S. assets in the Middle East.
 As a police officer and Coast Guard retired veteran, Ley has 
withstood two harrowing and life-threatening experiences.  While training 
on the high seas, his gun boat capsized trapping him under the boat and 
below water in turbulent seas.  He attributes his Coast Guard training and 
the heroism of his shipmates in surviving the near drowning.
 On January 7, 2013, along with his fellow officer Chris Ferace and 
several Norwich officers, they responded to negotiate with a homicidal/
suicidal subject.  During the episode Ley was shot five times.  Following 
the episode, Ley spent three days in Yale-New Haven Hospital and nine 
months recuperating from his wounds.  Ley credits the officers who stood 
side by side with him with saving his life and helping him through the 
healing process.
 When asked why he decided to return to police work in Putnam, Ley 
responded, “I’d have to say being a police officer is in my blood. It’s what 
I’m supposed to do.  I also felt that the Putnam community has a strong 
sense of support for its police department.  The dedicated officers of the 
department have made my transition welcoming.”
 In his off-duty hours Jon enjoys time with his family and friends.  
In his spare time, he is a singer, songwriter and plays guitar in a band.  
He also enjoys skiing, 
mountain biking and 
martial arts.  He’s married 
to Jamie and together they 
have two children, Jackson 
and Juliana.

Officer Jonathan Ley

Jon Ley as  
a member of the

United States Coast Guard 
proudly displays the 

American flag.



Officer Donna Brown flanked by 
Captain Lussier (L) and Chief Ferace
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Putnam Police Department Detective Donna Brown is somewhat 
of a celebrity around town.  Brown, who is recognized as the first 
female police officer of the department, joined the force in 2009.  
The United States Air Force veteran came back to her hometown 
after serving on the Newport News (Virginia) Police Department.
 Brown’s celebrity status has been increasing because of her 
latest charitable venture.  In February 2020 Brown will be joining 
other law enforcement personnel on a trip to Tanzania in Africa.  
The group is embarking on a mission to ascend Mt. Kilimanjaro, the 
world’s tallest free-standing mountain, which scales 19,341 feet.  Her 
objective, in addition to reaching the summit, is to raise money for 
the Special Olympics.  She will be trekking to the summit with 
the Special Olympics flags and banners.  Brown will also be 
carrying the ashes of former partner and friend, the late “Chico” 
Andersen. She will be sharing the adventure and beautiful 
sunrise with him in his honor and memory. 
 “I saw an advertisement offering this opportunity and felt 
it was something I wanted to do.  It wasn’t on my bucket list 
but since the planning has begun, I’ve been obsessed with 
accomplishing this mission,” says the feisty Brown.
 In order to participate with the team, which consists of 
individuals from Connecticut and New Jersey, Brown has been 
on another mission.  She must raise $10,000 for the Special 
Olympics prior to her departure in February 2020.
 In her effort to garner community support, in her off-time 
Brown has made appearances on WINY Radio and at other locations 

looking for support.  She and her husband Roger, who is fully behind 
this project, have been seen around the community this summer 
during First Friday, Putnam Pumpkin Fest and other events.  As she 
meets people, she’s accumulated more than $8,000 toward her goal. 
 Community organizations have also come to her aide.  The 
Knights of Columbus Cargill Council #64 had a chicken dinner 
that helped put a good dent in her goal.  On December 12 a large 
contingent of community activists guided by Brown’s friend 
Valentine Iamartino held a very successful ‘Guest Bartender Night’ at 
the Putnam Elks Lodge #574.
 “I’m overwhelmed by the support that’s been volunteered in 

the community.  People have 
come out of the woodwork to 
assist.  Words aren’t enough 
to express my thanks,” said 
Brown of the groundswell 
that’s occurred since the word 
has gotten out.
  Anyone interested 
in supporting Brown’s 
mission to conquer 
Kilimanjaro should make 
checks payable to Special 
Olympics – Connecticut 

and note Kilimanjaro in the memo and mail to Donna Brown, c/o  
Putnam Police Department, 189 Church Street, Putnam, CT 06260. 

Detective Donna Brown on a Mission for Special Olympics

7 Years of Loyal Service 
K-9 Aron 

Joined Force 2012 - Retired 2019
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Proud Community Partners
 The Putnam Business Association joined 
Putnam Bank and Wheelabrator – Putnam 
as community partners in supporting “The 
Community Beat” – the newsletter of the 
Putnam Police Department.  Putnam Bank 
and Wheelabrator have been community 
partners with the Putnam Police Department 
since the inception of the newsletter in 2007.

Matt Rondeau of Pomfret has been part of the Putnam 
Police Department since 2014, two years after the 
Auxiliary was instituted.   Since joining the Auxiliary team, 
Rondeau has become one of the most visible members 
of the Department.  Here are some more facts about 
Rondeau and his role as Putnam’s Community  
Service Officer. 
The Community Beat: Tell us about your background?
Rondeau: I was raised in Thompson and graduated from Tourtellotte Memorial 
High School in 1975.  I’ve been married for 42 years to my wife, Jan, a 34-year 
paraprofessional at Pomfret Community School.  We have two adult sons, Matt, who 
resides in Putnam and Adam, who lives and works in Virginia.
TCB: What was your employment prior to becoming a member of the Auxiliary team?
Rondeau: I worked at various occupations, mostly jobs where I used my hands.  
Initially I was an auto mechanic at the former Cormier and Larrow Auto dealership 
on Route 44.  I was a laborer for Union Local #230 for a few years and then spent 25 
years in my own landscaping business.
TCB: Prior to working for the Putnam Police Department, did you have any law 
enforcement experience?
Rondeau: From 1978 to 1981 I worked as a Supernumerary for the Danielson 
Borough Police Department under then Chief Robert Manchip. It was rewarding work 
but unfortunately the Department was closed by the Danielson Borough government.
TCB: We notice the term Community Service Officer (CSO) being used more 
frequently lately.  What’s the story behind that terminology as opposed to Auxiliary?
Rondeau: Since Chief Christopher Ferace assumed the position of Chief, it was his 
sense that our position was more community relations than actual police work.  He 
refers to us and me as the “face of the Department.”
TCB: What are some of the duties and assignments that you handle? 
Rondeau: We assist the Department officers in areas such as traffic control, crowd 
control, parking enforcement and are largely responsible for “foot patrol.”  We also 
assist at the scene of motor vehicle accidents, “lock out” situations, road details 
and emergency night calls.  In addition, we answer numerous questions and provide 
directions to visitors and tourists.  Because of my mechanical background I also 
perform a variety of minor repair tasks on the older cars and inside the building.
TCB: Give us some example of the community relations you perform? 
Rondeau: The community relations job I enjoy most is driving and parking “Pink 45” 
in visible locations.  It not only helps to bring attention to breast cancer awareness 
but it is a photo magnet.  Visitors and others enjoy having their photo taken along 
side the vehicle.  And of course, I gladly oblige them by taking their photo.
TCB: How much longer do you anticipate doing this job?
Rondeau: I’m 62 years old.  I think I’ll probably work another three years.  Then my 
wife and I would love to move South, probably to Virginia.
TCB: What do you do in your spare time?
Rondeau: I’m always busy.  I love puttering around, helping others and repairing 
things.  I also delve in antiques.
TCB: Can you provide us a quote to close out the interview?
Rondeau: I have a few.  I love my job because I love interacting with people.  
Shopkeepers in Putnam love having us around.  I’m not a rich man, so this is one 
way of giving back to a community I love.  And finally, I’m blessed because I love 
what I do and get to do what I love.

Meet Community Service 
Officer Matt Rondeau

 In a major step to improving internal and external 
communications, the Putnam Police Department unveiled 
its new website in November, when it officially went online.   
To view the new website, users are urged to go to  
www.putnampolice.com. 
 According to Chief Christopher Ferace and Captain Justin 
Lussier the new website is “easier to navigate.”  It also gives 
individuals easier access to the resources of the Department, 
especially in learning how the Department can assist citizens.
 “Our goal in redoing the website was to make the department 
more visible and transparent.  We also wanted people to find 
information they may need in emergency and non-emergency 
situations,” said Captain Lussier.
 Captain Lussier was the lead person in working with Rae 
Dykeman of NOMAD Digital Consulting of Putnam on the project.
NOMAD’s goal was to organize information, highlight the 
Department resources, make it easier for the community to 
interact with the Department and provide such information as 
upcoming events and a confidential Crime Tip Hotline.
 “Working with Captain Lussier and the Department was 
extremely easy.  The Chief and Captain were very engaged in 
assuring that the new website would meet the needs of the 
citizens and our  small, close knit community,” said Dykeman. 
 “NOMAD services remain available in maintaining and 
updating the website on a weekly basis,” concluded Captain 
Lussier. 
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Community Service Officer 
Matt Rondeau


