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Ferace Assumes Chief’s Role in Putnam

Most young boys when asked what they’d 
like to be when they grow up will usually 
answer, “a policeman or a fireman.”  

That wasn’t the case with Putnam’s Police Chief 
Christopher Ferace, who was officially sworn in by 
Superior Court Judge Ernest Green on September 
13, 2019 in a simple but professional ceremony in 
the Putnam Middle School auditorium.
 Ferace, who was born and raised in New 
London and currently resides in Norwich with 
his wife of 22 years, Nancy, got his first inclination 
that police work might be for him in 1985.  At the 
time, he was a senior at St. Bernard High School 
in Uncasville.  He accepted a one-day per week 
internship with the Connecticut State Police at 

Troop F in Westbrook, which set him thinking about law enforcement as 
a potential career.
 By his own admission, Chief Ferace notes that in high school his main 
interests were in athletics, primarily soccer and wrestling, not academics.  
From St. Bernard he went to Roger Williams College, thanks to the urging 
and strong hand of his father.  Again, it was athletics, primarily soccer that 
helped maintain his interests in academics, gaining a Bachelor’s degree 
in Criminal Justice Administration.
 “I knew my dad was determined to see me complete my college 
education.  I was a member of the college’s soccer team and in order to 
keep my varsity status I had to maintain my grades.  Thanks to my dad and 
soccer I graduated in 1989,” said Chief Ferace.
 Since that time, he’s enjoyed a successful 29-year career in law 
enforcement.  Following graduation from college, Ferace landed a position 
as a reserve police officer on beautiful Block Island. While working on the 
island Ferace realized that law enforcement was what he was called to do 
in life.
 From Block Island to Deputy Police Chief of the Norwich Police 

Department, and positions in 
between, Chief Ferace has been 
a man dedicated to working as a 
community servant his entire career.
 “When I heard that the Putnam 
position was open, I felt an immediate 
connection.  I had heard and read that 
Putnam was a very active community 
with strong business support.  Upon 
visiting the community with my wife, 
I was even more convinced that I 
should apply for the position,” said 
Ferace.

 By his own 
admission his initial 
impressions of Putnam 
were positive.  He 
sensed a strong 
patriotic commitment 
by the citizens when he 
witnessed the veteran 
banners lining the 
Putnam streets and the 
flags on the World War I Veterans Memorial Bridge.  He also noticed a 
“booming downtown” and a sense of value in the business owners and 
citizens.
 Ferace also felt favorably about the “community policing” mission 
of the Putnam Police Department.  Upon closer inspection, he noted a 
police force that was knowledgeable, professional and well trained.
 “Since becoming Chief, every place I turn people have been 
welcoming.  Captain Justin Lussier has been extremely helpful in my 
transition as have the members of the Special Services District,” said 
Ferace.  “From my very first day the entire staff, officers, dispatchers, 
auxiliary and administration have gone above and beyond in making me 
feel a part of the Department.  It’s been a welcoming experience.”
 In September, Ferace will celebrate his first anniversary as Chief of 
the Putnam Police Department.  His presence in the community, as the 
head of the Department and in his role at community functions, have 
been a seamless transition.  
 Chief Ferace summarizes his Putnam experience as, “inheriting a 
great department in a wonderful town.  I’ve had very few surprises and I 
have zero regrets about my decision in assuming my role as Chief.” 
 As a person who took time to decide on a career, Chief Ferace has 
proven that when you decide on the appropriate career it’s not a job.  It’s 
an honorable profession.
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Police Chief Ferace 
and Captain Lussier 

perparing for the days work.

Chef Ferace meeting with Special Services District 
Chairperson, Gloria Morian and Kathy Zamagni

“I’m very proud of Chief Ferace and all he’s accomplished in the time he’s been here in Putnam.  
He’s a person who works hard and is willing to assist his officers when needed.  He’s embraced 
Putnam.” - Gloria Marion, Chairperson of the Special Services District: 

Look For The PD & PBA at the Following Events
 Friday, Sept. 6 & Oct. 4 ............................................................................................................................... First Fridays
 Saturday, Sept. 7 ............................................................................................................................................. River Fire
 Sunday, Sept. 8 ............................................................................................ Savor the Flavor & Concert – Rotary Park
 Friday, Oct. 18 ..............................................................................................................................Zombie Fashion Show
 Saturday, Oct. 19 ................................................................................................................ The Great Pumpkin Festival
 Friday, Oct. 25 ............................................................................................................................................ Trick or Treat
 Friday, Nov. 29 ......................................................................................................................... Santa Comes to Putnam
 Sunday, Dec. 1 ..................................................................................................................Holiday Dazzle Light Parade

“I like the fact that as Chief he spends time with Captain Justin Lussier.  They present a solid image to the 
people of Putnam.  He’s very personable and visible in the community “- Selectman Donald Steinbrick: .
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Chief’s Corner
As I prepare for my first 

issue of The Community 
Beat, I’m attempting to 

paint a picture for the reader of 
what it’s been like for me during 
my first nine months as the Chief 
of Police in Putnam.
 The Putnam Police 
Department, which has been 
in existence for more than 100 
years, is much like a professional 
sports franchise.  The goal of winning remains constant, the 
uniforms are the same, but the players are continually changing.  
So, I guess I can compare myself to the head coach who 
prepares his team for the upcoming season.
 In assuming my role as Chief, two individuals helped 
me in making the transition as seamless as possible.  The 
previous Chief, Rick Hayes was most welcoming.  He openly 
shared information I requested and made himself available for 
any questions I had.  Rick remains a resource whenever we 
encounter each other as our lives intersect.
 Graciously is the best word I can use in describing the 
way I was welcomed by Captain Justin Lussier.  Always a 
consummate professional, Justin has been by my side and an 
outstanding person to work with. Working together as a team 
our relationship continues to grow and flourish.
 The position players; the Sergeants, Detectives and Officers 
have proven to be everything and more than what I expected 
when I accepted this position.  Each member of the force knows 
of my open-door policy.  I’ve thoroughly enjoyed meeting, 
speaking and working with all of them.
 The dispatch staff, auxiliary and administrative staff 
have also been welcoming.  We have quickly developed a 
harmonious relationship.  The dispatchers are often the first 
contact someone will have with our department.  Although they 
have a thankless role, they perform admirably, day in and day 
out.  The auxiliary members are our ambassadors on the street.  
And last but not least, our administrative staff has supported me 
and my requests with a smile since my first day on the job.
 On the government side, the members of the Special 
Services District have been supportive, understanding, and 
most cooperative.  Our lines of communication are clear and 
open.  Although the town wide employees perform in their own 
league, the Mayor and his team have been great to work with 
whenever the occasion presents itself.
 Returning to my Sports franchise analogy, the whistle 
has blown on a long and winning season in the history of the 
Putnam Police Department.  The bright lights are something 
police officers are accustomed to performing under.  I look 
forward to coaching the team that’s been entrusted to me by the 
Special Services District and the citizens of Putnam.
 I welcome citizens to drop in on me at the station or to speak 
with me when you see me at our many and varied community 
events.        
 

Putnam Police Chief
Christopher Ferace

♦ Born and raised in New London
♦ Currently resides in Norwich
♦ Married to Nancy – Two adult children, 

Joshua (35) and Jennifer (33)
♦ Education: 

 • St. Bernard High School – 1985
  • Roger Williams College – 1989 BS 

Administration of Criminal Justice
  • University of Virginia – 2017 Graduate Certificate  

  Criminal Justice Education
  • Professional Development: FBI National Academy – 2017
  •  Police Executive Research Forum (PERF) – 2016
  • Southern Police Institute – 2015
  • University of New Haven – 2012 Advanced Police Management
♦ Professional Memberships: 
  • International Association of Chiefs of Police
  • FBI National Academy Associates
♦ Law Enforcement Experience: 
  • Norwich Police Department, Deputy Chief 2017
   Captain 2015; Lieutenant 2011; Training Sgt. 2009;
   Patrol Sgt. 2004; Narcotics Investigator 1999;  

  Patrol Officer 1993.
  • Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Police – 1993
  • Plainfield Police Department – 1991 – 1993
  • Block Island Police Department – 1990 – 1992
♦ Volunteer Work: 
  • CT Special Olympics Law Enforcement Torch Run
  • Tommy Toy Fund
  • Coach, Norwich Youth Soccer Club
  • Former Coach, Norwich Little League Baseball &  

  PAL Youth Soccer
♦ Athletic Background: 
  • Soccer Player and Wrestler at St. Bernard High School
  •  Varsity soccer & club rugby player Roger Williams College
  • Attends New York Yankees Fantasy Camp regularly 
  • Currently plays in Over-40 Men’s soccer league and  

  Over-45 Men’s softball league
♦ Chief Ferace On Town of Putnam:
 “The people of the community have a strong sense of pride.  The parks are 

well maintained.  The River Trail, flags on the World War I Veterans Memorial 
Bridge and the Veterans Banners demonstrate this special pride.”

 “I appreciate the support I’ve received from the Special Services District, 
the business-like approach they have and the open lines of communications 
we share.”

 “Although the town is a separate form of government, I acknowledge 
a special relationship that’s developed with the Mayor and Board of 
Selectmen.”

 On the Putnam Police Department: “The men and women of the force are 
professional and have a complete understanding of community policing.”

 “The supervisors and officers have been very welcoming.  I believe we’ve 
developed a special rapport since I’ve been here.”

 On motor vehicle enforcement: “Proper enforcement of the law serves as a 
deterrent to day-to-day violations.  In the long run it prevents accidents and 
makes for a better and safer community.”

 On his general philosophy: “I’ve always been involved in sports.  I find that 
law enforcement and sports present similar challenges.  Those who abide 
by the rules succeed.”

 “Our auxiliary are our ambassadors on the street.”  
 General Quote: “My goal is to be the last outside resident to be appointed 

Chief of Police in Putnam.”    
  

MEET CHIEF FERACE

“As a former Connecticut State Trooper, I’m impressed with the way the Chief has 
assumed a leadership role within the department.  He’s a community-oriented 
individual who can draw the line when it comes to law enforcement matters.” 
- Mayor Norman “Barney” Seney
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Officer Joe Sharkey has been a member 
of the Putnam Police Department for 
slightly more than a year.  Although 

he’s relatively new, he feels comfortable 
in his position because he’s been in law 
enforcement for over a dozen years and has 
had a working relationship with Chief Chris 
Ferace and many other members of the 

Putnam Police Department over the years.
 A 2007 graduate of the Connecticut Police 
Academy, Sharkey participated in training 

under Chief Ferace early on in his career.  Following his graduation from 
the Academy, Sharkey, a lifelong resident of Plainfield, went to work for the 
Plainfield Police Department for 10 years.  He then moved on to a position 
as the first constable in Killingly for one year prior to joining the Putnam 
Police Department.
 “Having had the opportunity to attend trainings led by Chief Ferace I 
knew he was a solid law enforcement officer with a great reputation among 
the men and women he worked with and led throughout his career. The 
transition in coming to Putnam has been seamless,” said Sharkey.
 Sharkey’s experience as a patrolman, detective and sergeant in the 
Plainfield Police Department made him an ideal candidate for the Putnam 
position.  Coming to Putnam, Sharkey was also familiar with Detective Bart 

Ramos, who he credits as one of the police officers who influenced his 
career.
 “I’m where I am because of the opportunities presented to me early 
on in my career by people who took me under their wing and helped me 
succeed,” said Sharkey.
 In addition to Ramos, he specifically credits his former Chief Michael 
Surprenant and retired officer Steve Berthiaume.
 “It’s great being part of a team here in Putnam.  Everyone in the 
department is always willing to pitch in and assist wherever necessary.  I’m 
hoping I can share my experience and help the younger members of the 
department.” said the affable Sharkey
 Officer Sharkey, a graduate and athlete of Plainfield High School, is a 
lifelong resident of Plainfield.  He and his wife Toby of 23 years, have three 
children, Cowan and Summer age 19 and Aidan 17.   

Officer Sharkey Settles into Putnam Position

PETER R. “CHICO” ANDERSEN
June 1953 – April 2019

“Community Policing Standard”

When the term “community policing” is mentioned in Putnam, 
it is quickly associated with Putnam Police Officer Chico 
Andersen.  Unfortunately, Officer Andersen, who died 

unexpectedly on April 30, 2019, is no longer around to realize and 
appreciate the fact that he was probably the standard of community 
policing.
 Chico Andersen fulfilled his dream of becoming a police 
officer at the age of 42.  During the 20 years he served in the Putnam 
Police Department he is primarily remembered as a policeman who 
understood the needs of the “man on the street.”
 Andersen’s career as a police officer is best characterized as 
serving the youth and the underserved of Putnam.  He served as the 
D.A.R.E. officer in the Putnam schools, where he gained the trust of 
the young students, who continued to trust “Chico” as they became 
adults.  “Chico” was the face of the Thanksgiving and holiday food 
drives at Price Chopper.  And he was known to stop motorists during 
the holiday season and present them a “gift” basket rather than a 
citation.
 “Chico enjoyed interacting with the citizens of the community 
and his fellow officers,” said his friend Sgt. Louis Cinque.  “In the 
station he was always positive and happy to be around the other 
officers.”
 In an article in the Police newsletter following his return to 
duty after an Achilles injury that kept him off duty for an extended 
period, he was quoted as saying, “Putnam’s my town and I enjoy 

interacting with the members of 
the community. I’m happy to be 
back with my fellow officers and 
back on the road.”
Putnam was Chico’s town, 
whether his burly “Teddy Bear” 
figure was spotted in the “Black 
and White” or on his motorcycle 
or sitting on the bench at the 
corner of Main and Pomfret 
Streets.  Wherever he was spotted, horns would honk and people 
would wave and shout out a friendly hello.
 Chico was also a family guy who cherished his daughters Amy 
Moriarty and Heather Andersen.  The vacations, family gatherings 
and movies and breakfasts together always brought him joy.
 “I never had the opportunity of working with Chico but I did get 
to know him at social functions where retirees were in attendance.  
From all reports, he was a well-loved individual in and out of 
uniform,” said Chief Christopher Ferace.
 In July 2019 The Mayotte-Viens American Legion Post #13 
posthumously honored Officer Chico Andersen with the Policeman 
of the Year Award.  During the presentation to Andersen’s daughters 
Heather and Amy, Past Commander Ronald P. Coderre said, “It’s 
unfortunate that individuals who deserve accolades and should be 
recognized when they are alive are often only honored after they 
have died.”  How true.
 Peter R. “Chico” Andersen who found his niche in life at age 42 
was taken too early at age 65.  His memory will live on every day in 
the “community policing” work of his peers on the Putnam Police 
Department.

Caption

Caption

“In high school I never thought of Chief Ferace as becoming a police officer.  I think he’s 
done a great job as Putnam Police Chief.” - Keith Barnes, Manager of the Crossings 
Restaurant and former student with Chief Ferace at St. Bernard High School

“Chris was a great kid in high school and a pleasure to have in the classroom.  He was a competitor on the soccer field and in the classroom.  I 
wish I’d had 1000 students like him.  I think he’s an ideal person for the job of Putnam Police Chief.” - Bob Demars, retired teacher at St. Bernard 
High School and former Putnam High School Athletic Director

“It’s nice to see that after all these years he’s worked his way through the ranks.  He 
remains in touch with all aspects of the life of a police officer because he’s served as 
a patrolman previously.”- Detective Bart Ramos (who worked at the Plainfield Police 
Department with Chief Ferace) 
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Citizens Police Academy  
Graduates Initial Class

In what was termed 
and “overwhelming 

success” by Putnam 
Police Chief Christopher 
Ferace and Captain 
Justin Lussier, the first 
Citizens Police Academy 
(CPA) graduated on June 
25.  The initial group 
of participants in the 
nine-week program was 
comprised of 18 students, which included five women.  Also included in the 
class was a mother and son, father and son and a married couple.
 “When we initially came up with the idea, my biggest fear was that it 
would be a failure.  I was pleasantly surprised by the number and diversity 
of the class.  Most of all there wasn’t one person that dropped out during the 
nine-week period,” said Chief Ferace.
 During the nine weeks of classes participants were offered a curriculum 
that covered a number of law enforcement areas presented by a variety of 
members of the Putnam Police Department and an FBI agent from the New 
Haven bureau.
 Following an opening class that included introductions, a history of the 
Putnam PD and a tour, the program moved quickly through the next seven 
weeks leading up to graduation.  The classes consisted of topics such as 
constitutional law, demonstrations on police officer equipment, the concept 
of community policing and an introduction to the department’s K-9 corps.
 The group was also exposed to the life of a Putnam police officer on 
road duty covering areas of criminal investigation, processing a crime scene, 
accident investigation and motor vehicle stops.  The seventh week of the 
program focused on terrorism and cyber-crimes, covered in depth by FBI 
Supervisory Special Agent Andrew Klopfer.  The week prior to graduation 
the participants engaged in active aggressor response and high-risk calls.
 “This program was most worthwhile.  Our police officers put their 
lives on the line every day and this course was loaded with information that 
clarified what the life of an officer is like.  I left graduation wanting to know 
more,” said Putnam resident Victor Kratz.
 According to Captain Lussier the consensus of opinion from survey 
a given to the graduates was, “It (the program) left them with a sense of 
wanting more information.  The feedback was excellent, laying the ground 
work for future programs.”

Captain Lussier 
Integral Piece of 

New Administration

The best words that can be used to describe 
Putnam Police Department Captain Justin 

Lussier are, “professional and gracious.”  Those are 
the words of Putnam Chief of Police Chris Ferace in 
speaking about his top administrative police officer, 
Captain Lussier.
 By law enforcement standards, the 37-year old Lussier, with 13 
years’ experience under his belt is just hitting his stride.  Looking at the 
professionally dressed, well groomed, physically fit Lussier, it’s easy to see 
why he’s risen up through the ranks of the Putnam Police Department.
 A little-known fact about Lussier is, when he was born, he was part of 
a set of triplets with two sisters.  After receiving his early education at St. 
Mary’s School, the lifelong resident of Putnam, graduated from Putnam High 
School in 2001.
 He then matriculated at Anna Maria College in Paxton, Massachusetts 
where he received a Bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a Master’s in 
Public Administration.  Shortly after receiving his undergraduate degree, he 
joined the Putnam Police Department as a patrolman in 2006.
 Since then he’s moved through the ranks, attaining detective status in 
2009, the rank of sergeant in 2013 and Captain in 2018.  Throughout his time 
in the department he’s continued to gain experience and knowledge through 
various training classes including police command and legal training. 
“I’m very grateful for Captain Lussier.  From my first day on the job he’s been 
very welcoming and helpful.  I like the way he thinks.  His local knowledge 
of the community is a complement to my police experience,” said Chief 
Ferace.
 While Chief Ferace is responsible for the administration and overall 
running of the department, Captain Lussier handles the operations aspects.  
He’s responsible for the day-to-day oversight of the patrol officers and the 
detective division, primarily ensuring that they have the necessary tools to 
carry out their work.
 Lussier also has the task of responding to citizen grievances and 
overseeing any internal affairs situations.  He also works closely with 
members of the auxiliary and dispatch area.  In the absence of the chief he 
is the next in command.
 “Working with Chief Ferace has been a tremendous opportunity for 
me to learn from someone with his experience and knowledge.  We work 
well as a team because we’re in constant communication.  I enjoy coming to 
work each day,” said Lussier.
 Prior to becoming a police officer, Lussier was active in martial arts, 
where he is a 4th degree black belt, which he notes, “has come in handy 
during my 13 years as a police officer.”
 Captain Lussier is married to Jenny.  They have a two-year old daughter 
Emma.

CPA First Graduation Class

Captain Lussier during 
shift change with Kyle 

Mayou (standing) 

a company of WTI Landfills
Wheelabrator Putnam Inc.

A Waste Management Company

Proud Community Partners
 The Putnam Business Association joined Putnam Bank and Wheelabrator – Putnam as community partners in supporting “The Community 
Beat” – the newsletter of the Putnam Police Department.  Putnam Bank and Wheelabrator have been community partners with the Putnam 
Police Department since the inception of the newsletter in 2007.
 “We’re very appreciative of the support that Putnam Bank and Wheelabrator have provided in the production of the newsletter from its 
beginning.  We welcome the Putnam Business Association as the latest community partner,” said Chief Christopher Ferace.
 “On behalf of the Putnam Business Association, we are excited to help sponsor the newsletter. The  
long-time positive relationship between the Putnam Police Department, the Town of Putnam and the Putnam Business Association continues 
as we successfully bring businesses and patrons together,” said Richard “Dick” Loomis, President of the PBA.

“The transition from Chief Rick Hayes to Chief Christopher Ferace, one year ago, has been seamless 
to our organization and we look forward to this relationship continuing for years.  Chief Ferace has 
become an important member of our Putnam community and we thank him and the Putnam Police 
Department for all their support.”- Dick Loomis, PBA President


