DISTRICT AUTHORITY MEETING
FEBRUARY 08, 2021


MEETING CALLED TO ORDER ON ZOOM AT 7:00 P.M. WITH THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  A/C NORMAND PERRON, A/VC BRIAN MAYNARD, A/M GLORIA MARION                              A/M SEAN SULLIVAN, A/M STEVEN GAGNON (ARR. 07:25 PM).
      APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A/M MARION REQUESTED THAT JANUARY MINUTES BE AMENDED 

      UNDER UNFINISHED BUSINESS -TOWN ENTITY FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ASSISTANCE, AS

      FOLLOWS:  MOTION TO REQUEST MEETING WITH BOARD OF SELECTMEN, TOWN 

      ADMINISTRATOR, TOWN FINANCE DIRECTOR AND DISTRICT AUTHORITY.  MOTION-A/M 

      SULLIVAN, SECONDED A/VC MAYNARD TO APPROVE CHANGE TO 01/11/21 MINUTES.  UV 
      PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   NONE

      MOTION-A/M MARION, SECOND A/ /M SULLIVAN TO MOVE ORDER OF BUSINESS AND PLACE 

      NEW BUSINESS ITEM 9E-2 HR.PKG SIGNAGE-MARSHALL ST TO 7A-REPORTS OF DEPTS.   UV

      PETITIONS & COMMUNICATIONS:   NONE
      REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS:

       POLICE DEPARTMENT:  DISPATCH CENTER RECEIVED 942 CALLS IN JANUARY 2021.
      OFFICERS INVESTIGATED 36 CRIMINAL OFFENSES INCLUDING 7 FELONIES.  6 ARRESTS 

      WERE MADE THAT INCLUDED 4 BY WARRANT, AND 2 ON SITE.
     

      OFFICERS RESPONDED TO 14 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE INCIDENTS, 9 MOTORVEHICLE

      ACCIDENTS, THAT INCLUDES PRIVATE LOT ACCIDENTS, AND 19 ALARM ACTIVATIONS.  
      POLICE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED TOTAL INCOME OF $4,087.90 THAT INCLUDED $2,896.00 

      FOR OUTSIDE POLICE WORK.  
      ON 01/07/21, SGT. SEZENIAS, POLICE OFFICER BOULANGER, AND POLICE OFFICER CARNEY 

      RESPONDED TO A MEDICAL EMERGENCY FOR A REPORT OF A FENTANYL OVERDOSE.  

      UPON ARRIVAL THEY FOUND A FEMALE HAD STOPPED BREATHING RESULTING FROM A 

      DRUG OVERDOSE.  THE FIRST ARRIVING POLICE UNITS IMMEDIATELY ADMINISTERED 2  
      DOSES OF NARCAN AND INITIATED CPR.  EMS ARRIVED A SHORT TIME LATER AND A 3RD 

      DOSE OF NARCAN WAS GIVEN.  AFTER CONTINUED CPR, THE FEMALE BEGAN TO BREATHE 

      ON HER OWN.  ALL 3 OFFICERS ARE COMMENDED FOR THEIR LIFE SAVING EFFORTS OF 

      THIS FEMALE AND FORMAL RECOGNITION WILL COME AT A FUTURE DATE.

      DURING THE MONTH OF JANUARY POLICE CHIEF FERACE ISSUED FORMAL LETTERS OF
      COMMENDATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO EACH SWORN MEMBER OF THE POLICE 

      DEPT. FOR THEIR SERVICE TO THE CITZENS AND BUSINESSES OF THE PSSD DURING 

      CALENDAR YEAR 2020.  DURING 2020 THE PUTNAM POLICE DEPT. FACED SEVERAL 
      UNUSUAL CHALLENGES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO STAFFING ISSUES DUE TO 

      OFFICER INJURIES, THE CORONA-VIRUS PANDEMIC, THE NATIONAL ANTI-POLICE 

      SENTIMENT, AN UNANTICIPATED RESIGNATION, AND THEN, IN DECEMBER, THE CORONA 

      VIRUS STRICKEN POLICE OFFICERS.  DESPITE THE ADVERSITIES FACED, THEIR MORALE 

      NEVER WAVERED.  CHIEF FERACE STATED THAT HE HAS BEEN TRULY IMPRESSED BY 

      THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE PUTNAM POLICE DEPARTMENT.  RECIPIENTS ARE:  CAPTAIN  

      LUSSIER, SGT. CINQUE, SGT. SEZENIAS, DETECTIVE BROWN, DETECTIEVE RAMOS, OFFICER 

      BERNIER, OFFICER MAHEU, OFFICER BOULANGER, & OFFICER CARDONNE.  CHIEF FERACE 

      ALSO ISSUED FORMAL LETTERS OF COMMENDATON FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE 

      COMMUNICATIONS SUPERVISOR M CAMBPELL, PART TIME DISPATCHERS ANDERSON, 

      DESJARDINS, HICKS AND KEYES, WHO UNSELFISHLY FILLED SHIFTS DURING THE LAST 3 

      WEEKS OF DECEMBER WHEN 2 FULL TIME DISPATHERS TESTED POSITIVE FOR THE 

      CORONA VIRUS WHICH CREATED EXTENSIVE DISPATCH SHIFT VACANCIES.  THESE 5 

      MEMBERS OF THE DISPATCH STAFF ROSE TO THE OCCASION WHEN DUTY CALLED & 

      COMMUNICATION SERVICES FOR PUTNAM FIRST RESPONDERS NEVER MISSED A BEAT.
      A COPY OF EACH FORMAL LETTER OF COMMENDATION WAS PLACED IN EACH 

      EMPLOYEE’S RESPECTIVE PERSONNEL FILE. 

      A MAJORITY OF POLICE OFFICERS HAVE RECEIVED THEIR 1ST, AND SOME THEIR 2ND COVID

      VACCINATIONS ON A VOLUNTEER BASIS.  VACCINATIONS WERE NOT MANDATED, AND 

      ONLY A FEW DECLINED AT THIS TIME.  THOSE NOT VACCINATED, AND NOW DO WANT IT, 

      WILL RECEIVED IT THIS MONTH.  MEMBERS OF THE DISPATCH STAFF THAT ALSO WORK 

      IN EMS CAPACITY HAVE ALSO RECEIVED AT LEAST THEIR 1ST ROUND, AND SOME HAVE 

      RECEIVE THE 2ND   ROUND OF VACCINATIONS THROUGH THEIR EMPLOYERS.

      FIRE DEPT.:  DEPARTMENT RESPONDED TO 17 CALLS IN JANUARY  2021 FOR A TOTAL OF 90    

      MAN HOURS.  JUSTIN ST. MARTIN IS A PROBATIONARY MEMBER IN THE DEPT. EFF 02/01/21.

      ASSISTANT FIRE CHIEF DIVINCENZO SENT LETTERS OUT BY CERTIFIED MAIL TO THE 12 

      BUSINESSESS WHO ARE USING THE RADIO BOX MONITORING SYSTEM.  CHIEF CAMPBELL 

      STATED THAT THEY HAVE TALKED WITH MOST OF THEM, EXPLAINING THE SITUATION 

      AND THE COST OF REPLACEMENT.  THEY ALL UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WOULD NOT BE 

      FEASIBLE TO THE TAXPAYERS TO REPLACE THE EQUIPMENT.  THE BUSINESSESS WILL 

      HAVE UNTIL 06/30/2021 TO GO TO A PRIVATE MONITORING COMPANY.  FIRE CHIEF 

      CAMPBELL HAS ALSO SPOKEN TO THE MAYOR AND PRISCILLA FROM THE LIBRARY AND

      EXPLAINED THAT THE FIRE DEPT.  WILL KEEP MONITORING THE TOWN HALL AND 

      LIBRARY UNTIL THEY ARE OFF THE SYSTEM AND INTO THE NEW COMPLEX.

      FIRE CHIEF CAMPBELL IS STILL WORKING WITH LITTLE RIVER ACRES, AND WILL KEEP 

      THE DISTRICT AUTHORITY INFORMED.  

      MANY OF THE VOLUNTEERS HAVE RECEIVED THEIR SECOND COVID VACCINATION, AND  

      AGAIN, THERE HAVE BEEN NO POSITIVE CASES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT.  

      2 HR PARKING SIGNAGE-MARSHALL ST IN FRONT OF HENRY’S RESTAURANT

      MR, DAVE VITALE ADDRESSED THE DISTRICT AUTHORITY WITH HIS COMPLAINT OF   

      PEOPLE LIVING ON MARHALL ST, AND THEIR VISITORS PARKING ALL DAY AND NIGHT, 
      LEAVING NO PARKING FOR HIS CUSTOMERS, AND CUSTOMERS OF THE BARBER 

      SHOP, THE ONLY OTHER BUSINESS ON MARSHALL ST.  DISCUSSION.  POLICE CHIEF FERACE

      WILL RESEARCH TOWN’S ZONING REGULATIONS ONTHIS ISSUE AND REPORT BACK TO 
      THE DISTRICT AUTHOTIY AT NEXT MONTH’S MEETING.

      UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  APPROVE TOWN FINANCIAL MGT. ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT   

      MOTION-A/M MARION, SECOND A/VC MAYNARD TO APPROVE PAYMENT OF $71,000.00 FOR 

      FISCAL YEAR 2019/2020 ONLY.  UV
      A/M MARION PROPOSED THAT THE DISTRICT AUTHORITY OFFER TO PAY 25% OF THE 

      REVENUE COLLECTOR’S SALARY FOR FY 20/21 AND FY 21/22, SUBJECT TO TAXPAYER 

      APPROVAL.  DISCUSSION (TOWN ADMINISTRATOR ELAINE SISTARE ARRIVED AT 7:48 PM).

      MOTION-A/M MARION, SECONDED A/M SULLIVAN THAT DISTRICT AUTHORITY PREPARE A 

      LIST OF QUESTIONS AS TO WHAT FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES CONSIST OF, AND 

      INVITE THE REVENUE COLLECTOR AND THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO THE DISTRICT 

      AUTHORITY’S MARCH MEETING TO ANSWER THOSE QUESTIONS.  UV 
      NEW BUSINESS:  APPROVE AUDITOR SERVICES FOR FY 2021 AND FY 2022  
      MOTION MARION, SECOND A/VC MAYNARD TO APPROVE RETAINING DARIN OFFERDAHL 

      OF AO & COMPANY, LLC FOR AUDITING SERVICES TO THE PUTNAM SPECIAL SERVICES 

      DISTRICT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 06/30/2021 AND FISCAL YEAR ENDING 06/30/2022.  UV

      APPROVE RESOLUTION TO INCREASE PSSD BIDDING& PURCHASING LIMITS
      MOTION-A/M MARION, SECOND A/VC MAYNARD TO APPROVE BIDDING & PURCHASING 

      LIMITS AS PRESENTED.  UV (RESOUTION ATTACHED TO MINUTES)

      SET FISCAL YEAR 2021/2022 BUDGET WORKING SCHEDULE  

      MOTION-A/ M SULLIVAN, SECOND A/M MARION TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING BUDGET 

      WORKING SCHEDULE: 03/15/2021, 7:00 PM—POLICE AND DIPATCH DEPARTMENT BUDGETS
                                                    03/22/2021, 7:00 PM—FIRE DEPT AND GENERAL GOV BUDGET        
                                                    03/29/2021, 7:00 PM—ALL BUDGETS (IF NECESSARY)

                                                    04/12/2021—PUBLIC HEARING (BEFORE REGULAR MEETING)

                                                    05/04/2021—ANNUAL DISTRICT MEETING TO APPROVE BUDGET

                                                                             (TENTATIVE DATE—MEETING ON A TUESDAY)

                                                    05/10/2021—SET MILL RATE AT REGULAR MEETING   UV

                                                                             (TENTATIVE DATE-SUBJECT TO BUDGET APPROVAL)

       BUDGET MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT THE PUTNAM FIRE DEPT.’S MEETING ROOM.
       REVIEW DIST AUTHORITY/DEPT HEADS CURRENT CONTACT INFORMATION
       CHANGE FIRE CHIEF CAMBPELL WORK NUMBER TO (860) 963-6829.  NO OTHER CHANGES
       MOTION-A/VC MAYNARD, SECOND A/M SULLIVAN TO ADJOURN MEETING AT 8:20 PM UV                                   
       RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,    
       LUCILLE HERRICK

       DISTRICT CLERK

